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Historical and Literary Perspectives on Women 
TR 9:30-10:50, NAC 105 
Instructor Information: 
Professor Elizabeth Hubble (she, her, hers) 
Office: LA 138 A-B 
Office Hours: On Zoom: M 1-2, TR 12-1, or by app’t 
Email: elizabeth.hubble@umontana.edu   
Grader: Kenzie Carter (she, her, hers) 
Office: LA 138A-B 
Office Hours: by app’t  
Email: mckenzie.carter@umontana.edu 
Required Texts:   
Sappho, If Not, Winter, trans. Anne Carson (Vintage) 
Euripides, Medea (Dover)  
Hildegard of Bingen, Selected Writings (Penguin Classics) 
Christine de Pizan, Book of the City of Ladies (Penguin) 
Galawdewos, Life of Walatta-Petros (Ingram) 
Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Women (Dover Thrift Edition) 
Virginia Woolf, Room of One’s Own (Harcourt) 
Fatima Mernissi, Dreams of Trespass (Addison Wesley) 
Jeanette Winterson, Written on the Body (Vintage) 
Rain of Words, ed. D’Almeida (UVA Press) 
Layli Long Soldier, Whereas (Graywolf Press) 
Additional Readings on Moodle  
 
Course Description: WGSS 163L is an introduction to the discipline and scope of Western thought focusing on 
women as the subject rather than men.  The objective of the course is to give you an understanding and critical 
appreciation of seminal texts by and about women through readings, class discussion and written assignments.  We 
will explore the historical development of gender norms, identities and roles from antiquity through the present as 
they have been shaped and changed by cultural, historical and political factors.  You will gain an understanding of the 
significance that gender plays in societies as you develop your ability to think critically on these issues and situate 
yourself, as a thinker, within these contexts.       
 
This course fulfills a requirement for the Major and the Minor in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.  If you 
enjoy this course and would like to know more about the Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program, please 
contact me or drop by our office, LA 138A-B, or visit the website at www.cas.umt.edu/wsprog.    
Learning Outcomes 
1) Students will develop an understanding of the different ways Western societies and cultures have viewed and 
constructed gender, oppression, and privilege. 
 
2) Students will learn to analyze social norms and institutions (including governments, educational systems, the 





3) Students will develop an awareness of the role women authors have played throughout history and learn to 
evaluate texts authored by women within and against the context of the Western canonical tradition. 
 
4) Students will develop critical thinking and communication skills through in-class discussions, exams, informal 
writing assignments, and online discussion forums.   
 
5) Students will learn the basics of how Western historiographical and literary studies traditions have evaluated, 
included, and/or excluded women authors’ texts and contributions.   
 
Methods:   This class is a reading and discussion course.  Your active participation is essential and counts as part of 
your grade.  I will present certain biographical, historical, and cultural information to provide you with a context for 
your readings, discussions, and writings.  I will propose my own interpretations of the texts we read, but you are 
not expected to accept these interpretations blindly.  Each reader brings their own experiences to a literary text.  If 
you disagree with my reading of a text, you should feel free to say so.  
 
You will hear many different opinions and ideas during this course, some of which you may disagree with.  One of 
the objectives of this class is to improve your written and oral communication skills so that each of you can become 
more confident in your own unique personal voice.  I expect each student to respect the opinions and beliefs of 
their classmates and for the level of discourse in class to remain civil and academic.  A failure to treat others with 
fairness and respect will have an adverse effect on your grade.      
 
Classroom Etiquette: Students should arrive on time and not leave until class is over, in person or remotely.  All 
cell phones must be turned off.  Students may use laptop computers to take notes.  Students should not text while 
in class, and internet use should be limited to topics related to class.  First offense=tardy.  Second offense=absence. 
 
Attendance: This is a discussion course and attendance is required.  After one unexcused absence, your participation 
grade will be lowered one notch for each absence (A to A-).  An excess of 5 unexcused absences will result in an F in 
the course.  A failure to prepare and participate may also be grounds for being counted absent.  Tardiness will not be 
tolerated.  Two tardies will equal one absence.  There will be NO make-up exams or late submission of homework for 
unexcused absences.  If you are sick or have some other emergency, please contact me.  Please note: attendance and 
etiquette rules apply whether students attend in person or remotely.  
 
Readings: In addition to the books listed above which you must buy, there are also a few required readings on 
Moodle.  To access the Moodle readings: Go to the UMOnline site and use your NetID and password to login. WGSS 
163L should appear as one of your courses. 
Grading:  
Response Papers (6):      20% 
Preparation and Participation (inc. Items of Interest)     20% 
Discussion Forums      15% 
Midterm Exam/Paper:      20% 
Final Exam/Paper:      25%          
Grading Scale: 
93-100%  A 
90-92%  A- 




83-86%  B 
80-82%  B- 
77-79%  C+ 
73-76%  C 
70-72%  C- 
67-69%  D+ 
63-66%  D 
60-62%  D- 
59% and below  F  
Assignments and Assessment 
Response Papers: This semester you will submit 6 response papers, each of which must be 1.5-2 pages, typed, and 
double-spaced.  Margins must be 1 inch on the left, right, and bottom, and 2 inches on the top.  Your name and 
other identifying information should be in the top margin.  Papers of less than 1.5 pages will not be accepted. 
These papers are responses to the readings, lectures, and class/online discussions.  
 
Because this is a discussion course, you should spend a considerable amount of time reflecting on the readings and 
class discussions.  Writing down and organizing your thoughts in a response paper is an effective way to prepare for 
class.  The response paper is intended to help you better understand the reading and its relation to class 
discussions.  Your response papers should not be a summary of the texts, but should record reflections on them.  
For example, you may choose a short citation or discrete part of the reading and write a reaction to it.  You may 
also compare and contrast passages from different works and discussions that have similar themes.  You may pose 
questions about particularly provocative or difficult readings.  There is no right way to write your response papers, 
and there are no assigned topics.  The sole requirement is that your response papers show internal organization 
and indicate that you have spent time thinking about the readings and discussions.  See the schedule and Moodle 
for due dates.    
 
Preparation and Participation: Coming to class prepared, i.e. having read all material, watched the lecture, and 
ready to participate in discussions, is essential and counts for a large percentage of your final grade.  Participation 
does not merely mean responding when called upon but showing a willingness to raise your hand and enter 
discussions.  Attendance will be taken. 
 
In order to better track participation and preparation, every week on the day designated for your last name, you 
will present an item related to that week’s readings to a small group of students.  At the bottom of your response 
papers, you must indicate what your items of interest were and what classmate’s items were since the previous 
paper was due.  Possibilities: news story, book, song, advertisement, artwork, poem, website, meme, social media 
posts, etc.   
 
Moodle Discussion Forums:  The class will be divided into rotating discussion groups of 6-10 on Moodle.  Each 
week you must post one question or comment about the readings, lecture, and/or in-class discussions by Thursday 
at midnight; and two replies to your classmates’ posts by Sunday at midnight.  Replies must be at least 4 sentences 
long to receive credit.  On Moodle, you will find a guideline for writing educationally valuable postings that will 






Exams   You will take two take-home exams this semester, a midterm and a final.  The exams will consist of short 
essays and identifications.  The final exam will cover themes studied during the whole semester but will 
concentrate on the readings and lectures since the mid-term.   
 
Because of the shortened semester, you will have a slightly longer final exam that will include a required question 
based on your reading of Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own and Audre Lorde’s “Poetry Is Not a Luxury.”  You 
will read these texts outside of class, and respond to the question of what someone needs in order to produce art 
(broadly conceived as literature, poetry, art, music, etc.) using examples from two of the other texts read for class.  
You should use the theses of Woolf and Lorde as part of your main argument, even if you disagree with one or both 
of them.  More information will be provided.   
 
Extra Credit:  You will have many opportunities over the course of the semester to submit an extra credit response 
paper.  You may not submit more than three extra credit assignments.  EC assignments include attending and/or 
participating in any event connected to WGSS.  I will also distribute a list of movies you may watch for EC. 
 
Indigenous Land Acknowledgement: I would like to acknowledge that we are in the aboriginal territories of the 
Salish and Kalispel people, and express the university's appreciation of that. 
 
Disability Accommodations: The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration 
between students with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students (DSS).  If you think you may 
have a disability adversely affecting your academic performance, and you have not already registered with DSS, 
please contact DSS in Lommasson 154.  I will work with you and DSS to provide an appropriate accommodation 
 
Plagiarism Warning: A response paper or discussion forum post is not an occasion to show how well you can 
quote, paraphrase, or summarize an author, but how well you can think as an explorer of the work and ideas of 
your author. Any utilization of the words or work of others (including ideas) in any assignment must be given full 
reference credit.  Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism and will result in an F on the assignment.  Plagiarism is a 
violation of The University of Montana Student Code of Conduct and may result in university sanctions.  If you have 
questions about proper citation and/or plagiarism, please see me.  
 
Content Warning:  During the course of this class, some difficult topics may come up, including gender-based 
violence and sexual assault. There are other topics in this class that may also trigger difficult memories for you.  
You should feel free to talk to me about any issues you have with the topics we are discussing and ask for excused 
absences.   
 
Statement of Inclusivity and Diversity:  This classroom is a hate-free zone, and is part of WGSS’s commitment to 
addressing and redressing racism, Islamophobia, sexism, xenophobia, homophobia, transphobia, anti-Blackness, 
and all systems of privilege and oppression in our classes, in our academic units, and in higher education. 
UM Covid-19 safety information for in-person instruction: 
• Mask use is required within the classroom 
• Each student should have been provided with a cleaning kit.  The expectation is that students will clean their 
personal work space when they arrive for class, and before they leave the classroom 
• Our classroom has a one-way entrance / exit to minimize crowding.   
• Students are discouraged from congregating outside the classroom before and after class 
• Specific seating arrangements will be used to ensure social distancing and support contact tracing efforts 
• Class attendance will be recorded to support contact tracing efforts 
• Drinking liquids and eating food is discouraged within the classroom (which requires mask removal) 




• Stay home if you feel sick and/or if exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms 
• If you are sick or displaying symptoms, please contact the Curry Health Center at (406) 243-4330 
• Up-to-Date COVID-19 Information from the University of Montana 
• UM Coronavirus Website: https://www.umt.edu/coronavirus 
• UM COVID-19 Fall 2020 website: https://www.umt.edu/coronavirus/fall2020.php 
• Remain vigilant outside the classroom to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 
Organization of class: 
 
This class is scheduled to meet two times per week for 1h20.  To balance health and safety this fall, class time will 
be organized as follows: 
 
All students should watch the pre-recorded video and complete the readings on their own time.   
 
Under current UM and Montana restrictions and requirements to maintain social distancing, the class will be 
divided into two groups to attend face-to-face sessions.  Students who already know that they prefer to take the 
class fully remotely must make arrangements with the instructor by August 24.  Students taking the class remotely 
must have access to Zoom and attend remotely during class time on Tuesday or Thursday based on last name.  
Students whose situations change may alter these arrangements as needed, but must provide the instructor with 
48 hours’ notice.     
 
Face-to-face small group discussions and sharing of items of interest will take place as follows: 
 
Last Name A-M will attend class on Tuesdays from 9:30-10:50  
Last Name N-Z will attend class on Thursdays from 9:30-10:50 
 
Masks are required for all face-to-face meetings.  Further information about UM’s Covid-19 policy is available here.   
 
The set-up for students on Zoom will be determined by the number of students attending face-to-face versus 
remotely.  Two possibilities: a fully remote discussion group with multiple students on Zoom OR students joining a 
face-to-face group by using phones, tablets, or laptops in class.   
 
The organization of class as outlined here is subject to change.  You will not be required to attend more often, but 





Schedule of Assignments (subject to change) 
 
Week of August 19 Introduction to Course by Zoom 
 
 
Week of August 24 Sappho and Greek Lyric Poetry 
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item 
 
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
   Response 1 due Friday at midnight 
 
Week of August 31 Euripides, Medea + Bible and Church Fathers (Moodle)     
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item 
      
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
 
Week of Sept 7  Hildegard of Bingen 
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item 
    
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
   Response 2 
 
Week of Sept 14 Hildegard of Bingen + Christine de Pizan  
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item 
 
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
   
Week of Sept 21 Christine de Pizan + Malleus Maleficarum (Moodle)     
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item    
    
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
   Response 3 
 
Week of Sept 28 Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta-Petros  
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item   
 
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
   Midterm Exam (due Sunday, October 5) 
 
Week of Oct 5  Mary Wollstonecraft & Olympe de Gouges (Moodle)  
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item    
    
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
   Response 4 
 
Week of Oct 12 Susan B. Anthony and Sojourner Truth (Moodle)     
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item  
 







Week of Oct 19 Fatima Mernissi, Dreams of Trespass  
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item  
    
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
   Response 5 
 
Week of Oct 26 Rain of Words, African Women’s Poetry    
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item 
 
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
 
Week of Nov 2  Jeanette Winterson, Written on the Body       
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item 
 
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
   Response 6    
 
Week of Nov 9  Layli Long Soldier, Whereas   
Tues and Thurs  Small group discussions from 9:30-10:50, based on last name + item 
    
   Discussion Forums: 1 Thursday Post & 2 Sunday Replies 
 
 
Week of Nov 16 Tues, Nov 17 : Review for Final Exam; Discussion of Woolf and Lorde by Zoom 
   Finals week starts Thursday, November 19       
    
 
November 25  Final Exam: due Wednesday by 12:10 
 
 
 
